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General Marking Instructions

Introduction

Mark schemes are intended to ensure that the GCSE examinations are marked consistently and fairly. 

The mark schemes provide markers with an indication of the nature and range of candidates� responses 

likely to be worthy of credit. They also set out the criteria which they should apply in allocating marks to 

candidates� responses.

Assessment objectives

Below are the assessment objectives for GCSE Biology.

Candidates must:

AO1  demonstrate knowledge and understanding of: scientiÞ c ideas; and scientiÞ c techniques and 

procedures;

AO2  apply knowledge and understanding of and develop skills in: scientiÞ c ideas; scientiÞ c enquiry, 

techniques and procedures; and

AO3  analyse scientiÞ c information and ideas to: interpret and evaluate; make judgements and draw 

conclusions and develop and improve experimental procedures.

Quality of candidates� responses

In marking the examination papers, examiners should be looking for a quality of response reß ecting 

the level of maturity which may reasonably be expected of a 16-year-old which is the age at which the 

majority of candidates sit their GCSE examinations.

Flexibility in marking

Mark schemes are not intended to be totally prescriptive. No mark scheme can cover all the responses 

which candidates may produce. In the event of unanticipated answers, examiners are expected to use 

their professional judgement to assess the validity of answers. If an answer is particularly problematic, 

then examiners should seek the guidance of the Supervising Examiner.

Positive marking

Examiners are encouraged to be positive in their marking, giving appropriate credit for what candidates 

know, understand and can do rather than penalising candidates for errors or omissions. Examiners 

should make use of the whole of the available mark range for any particular question and be prepared 

to award full marks for a response which is as good as might reasonably be expected of a 16-year-old 

GCSE candidate.

Awarding zero marks

Marks should only be awarded for valid responses and no marks should be awarded for an answer 

which is completely incorrect or inappropriate.

Marking calculations

In marking answers involving calculations, examiners should apply the �own Þ gure rule� so that 

candidates are not penalised more than once for a computational error.

Types of mark schemes

Mark schemes for tasks or questions which require candidates to respond in extended written form are 

marked on the basis of levels of response which take account of the quality of written communication.

Other questions which require only short answers are marked on a point for point basis with marks 

awarded for each valid piece of information provided.
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Levels of response

Tasks and questions requiring candidates to respond in extended writing are marked in terms of levels of 

response. In deciding which level of response to award, examiners should look for the �best Þ t� bearing 

in mind that weakness in one area may be compensated for by strength in another. In deciding which 

mark within a particular level to award to any response, examiners are expected to use their professional 

judgement. The following guidance is provided to assist examiners.

Threshold performance: Response which just merits inclusion in the level and should be awarded a 

mark at or near the bottom of the range.

Intermediate performance: Response which clearly merits inclusion in the level and should be awarded 

a mark at or near the middle of the range.

High performance: Response which fully satisÞ es the level description and should be awarded a mark 

at or near the top of the range.

Quality of written communication

Quality of written communication is taken into account in assessing candidates� responses to all tasks 

and questions that require them to respond in extended written form. These tasks and questions are 

marked on the basis of levels of response. The description for each level of response includes reference 

to the quality of written communication.

For conciseness, quality of written communication is distinguished within bands of response as follows:

Band A: Quality of written communication is excellent.

Band B: Quality of written communication is good.

Band C: Quality of written communication is basic.

In interpreting these level descriptions, examiners should refer to the more detailed guidance provided 

below:

Band A (Excellent): The candidate successfully selects and uses the most appropriate form and style of 

writing. Relevant material is organised with a high degree of clarity and coherence. There is widespread 

and accurate use of appropriate specialist vocabulary. Presentation, spelling, punctuation and grammar 

are of a sufÞ ciently high standard to make meaning clear.

Band B (Good): The candidate makes a reasonable selection and use of an appropriate form and 

style of writing. Relevant material is organised with some clarity and coherence. There is some use 

of appropriate specialist vocabulary. Presentation, spelling, punctuation and grammar are sufÞ ciently 

competent to make meaning clear.

Band C (Basic): The candidate makes only a limited selection and use of an appropriate form and style 

of writing. The organisation of material may lack clarity and coherence. There is little use of specialist 

vocabulary. Presentation, spelling, punctuation and grammar may be such that intended meaning is not 

clear.

COVID-19 Context

Given the unprecedented circumstances presented by the COVID-19 public health crisis, senior 

examiners, under the instruction of CCEA awarding organisation, are required to train assistant 

examiners to apply the mark scheme in case of disrupted learning and lost teaching time. The 

interpretation and intended application of the mark scheme for this examination series will be 

communicated through the standardising meeting by the Chief or Principal Examiner and will be 

monitored through the supervision period. This paragraph will apply to examination series in 2021�2022 

only.
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3

7

12

AVAILABLE 

MARKS

1 Line drawn from � to

 Testes � produces sperm;

 Scrotum � holds testes (outside body);

 Penis � carries sperm to female;

 Prostate gland � makes ß uid to nourish sperm;

 [1] for each correct answer to a maximum of 3 [3]

2 (a) (i) Any two from:

   nuclei of sperm and egg; 

   fuse;

   to produce a zygote; [2]

  (ii) oviduct; [1]

 (b)  Two pairs:

   ß agellum; swim to the egg

   head; haploid nucleus which combines with egg nucleus [4]

3 (a) (i) Addictive; 

   affects heart rate; [2]

  (ii) Tar; [1]

  (iii) Carbon monoxide; [1]

 (b) (i) Drinking large amount of alcohol;

   in short space of time; [2]

  (ii) Label x-axis with Age group/years � [1] mark;

   Plot 3 bars correctly � [3] marks; [4]

  (iii) Similarity � Fewer males and females binge drink as they get older;

   Difference � More males binge drink than females in each age 

   group; [2]
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AVAILABLE 

MARKS

4 Indicative content: Maximum of two for each blood vessel

 Artery

 1. artery carries blood away from the heart;

 2. artery has thick or muscular wall;

 3. artery withstands high pressure;

 4. artery has a small lumen;

 

 Vein

 1. vein carries blood to the heart;

 2. vein has thin wall;

 3. vein has valves;

 4. to prevent backß ow of blood/low pressure;

 5. vein has large lumen;

 

 Capillary

 1. capillaries have wall one cell thick;

 2. allow diffusion of substances;

 3. capillary has small lumen;

 4. capillary has low pressure;

Band Response Mark

A

Candidates must use appropriate, specialist terms 

throughout to describe and explain their conclusions 

using at least 5 of the points. They use good spelling, 

punctuation and grammar and the form and style are of a 

high standard.

[5]�[6]

B

Candidates use some appropriate, specialist terms 

throughout to describe and explain their conclusions 

using at least 3 of the points. They use satisfactory 

spelling, punctuation and grammar and the form and 

style are of a satisfactory standard.

[3]�[4]

C

Candidates make little use of specialist terms 

throughout to describe and explain their conclusions 

using at least 1 of the points. The spelling, punctuation 

and grammar, form and style are of a limited standard.

[1]�[2]

D Response not worthy of credit. [0]

    [6]
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AVAILABLE 

MARKS

5 (a) (i) Differences;

   within the same species/population; [2]

  (ii) Discontinuous; [1]

 (b) (i) More light golden brown than dark brown in total/more light golden 

   brown in sand dunes than surrounding area; [1]

  (ii) Any three from:

   Light golden brown coat better camouß aged;

   less preyed upon (eaten) by hawks/more survive;

   to reproduce;

   pass on gene for light golden brown coat colour;

   essential point: number of light golden brown mice increase; [4]

6 (a) (i) X � vena cava;

   Y � pulmonary vein; [2]

  (ii) A → D; 

   D → B; 

   B → C; [3]

 (b) (i) reduced blood ß ow; [1]

  (ii) Create higher pressure;

   needed to force/push blood through narrowing; [2]

7 (a) Uncontrolled; 

  cell division; [2]

 (b)  (i) 80%; 

   (80 ÷ 100) x 5000;

   4000; [3]

  (ii) Early detection;

   before it spreads;

   faster/more effective treatment; [3]

 (c) (i) Any two from:

   Cancer cells smaller;

   cancer cells have a larger nucleus;

   cancer cells have less cytoplasm;

   (Accept converse for normal cells) [2]

  (ii) Protection against virus;

   before having sexual relationship/reach sexual maturity; [2]
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8 (a) Large surface area/thin/good blood supply;

  for diffusion; [2]

 (b) Cushions/protects foetus; [1]

 (c) (i) Oxygen;

   named nutrient; [2]

  (ii) Carbon dioxide;

   urea; [2]

9 (a) aa;

  purple; [2]

 (b) (i) 

   

A a

A AA Aa;

a

[1]

Aa

[1]

aa;

[1]
 [3]

  (ii) Punnett square; [1]

  (iii) 50%/
1

2
 [1]

  (iv) Circle drawn around AA; [1]

10 (a) (i) Antigen; [1]

  (ii) So they do not cause the disease;

   but still contain antigens/stimulate antibodies/can be recognized by 

   white blood cells; [2]

  (iii) Active; [1]

  (iv) Lymphocyte; [1]

  (v)  Circle drawn round middle diagram    ; [1]

  (vi) Any three from:

   Antibodies have complementary shape;

   Attach to antigen/protein/virus;

   cause clumping;

   prevent it spreading/reproducing;      [3]

 (b) (i) Different shape of protein/antigen;

   fewer proteins/antigens; [2]

  (ii) Previous antibodies will not Þ t/attach/wrong shape/

   not complementary; [1]
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MARKS

11 (a) Gene � part of chromosome that codes for a characteristic;

  Allele � different form of a gene/dominant or recessive; [2]

 (b) (i) All the genetic material of an organism; [1]

  (ii) Bacteria; [1]

  (iii) Mammals; [1]

  (iv) Mammals/insects:

   mammals bigger than insects but some have smaller genome;

   or

   insects have a larger genome than mammals but are smaller 

   organisms; [2]

    Total


